English 216: Introduction to Drama and Poetry
Literary Analysis Essay: Renfrow
Write one 3-4 page essay analyzing a literary piece(s) or a literary performance.   This assignment contains a few different options.  You may compare/contrast a poem read for class with a poem not read for class, compare/contrast 2-3 poems written by the same author, or analyze a dramatic performance you attend in the Kansas City metropolitan area.  *All performances must be approved by me ahead of time.
Option 1:

If you choose to compare/contrast two-three poems, you may choose a poem from pp.950-1080 in your text to compare/contrast with one already read in class.  Or, find a poem(s) using one of the external links to poetry sites found in Blackboard.  Then, analyze the theme of your poem through the use of 1-2 literary device(s), such as imagery, sound, rhythm and meter, diction, figure of speech, and so forth.  Chapter 27 has some examples of literary analysis papers, p.1762.

Your essay should not be a discussion list of all literary devices used in the poem.  Your essay should focus on the use of only 1-2 devices, and discuss how the literary device(s) support your interpretation of the poem’s theme.  Here are some successful essay titles for this type of paper that focus on the use of 1-2 literary devices: 

· Rhythm in Roethke’s “My Papa’s Waltz”

· Metaphors in Frost’s “After Apple Picking”

· Figures of Speech in Bishop’s “The Fish”
                                OR

Option 2:

If you choose to analyze a performance, you should attend a play, opera, or musical at a theater in the Kansas City metropolitan area.  A list of theaters and performance halls are listed below.  *You may not attend an elementary, middle/junior, or high school performance for this assignment.
 After attending the event, write an essay about the event which includes a brief summary (place, day, and time of attendance at the performance; brief overview of the plot, and short description of the major characters/actors in the performance), and develops a thesis that makes a clear and arguable statement about how a key literary devices discussed in class is demonstrated in the performance.  
An effective thesis focuses on discussing 1-2 of these literary devices: the characteristics of tragedy, characterization, story conflict, or symbolism.  
Here are some places to look for events:
Kansas City Repertory Theater

http://kcrep.rivercitynet.com/our_season
Lyric Opera



http://kc-opera.org/OurSeason
UMKC Theater



http://cas.umkc.edu/theater
Unicorn Theater


http://www.unicorntheater.org
The Coterie



http://www.coterietheatre.org/
KU Lied Center (Lawrence, KS)

http://lied.ku.edu
In order to meet the page length requirements, your essay must be 3 full pages but not more than 4 full pages.  Your essay also needs to be typed in standard 12-point font, double-spaced, and follow Modern Language Association (MLA) format, which requires name, professor’s name, class title, and date in the upper left-hand corner of the essay, one skipped line before an original centered title, and one skipped line before beginning the first indented paragraph.  Do NOT skip extra lines between paragraphs.  MLA format always requires one-inch margins, page numbers, and headers.  
There is an example of MLA format on p.1796 in your text.  Though your essay must follow MLA format, your essay is NOT a research paper and should NOT use information gathered from outside sources.  In other words, this essay should present your own original ideas about the poem or performance you are analyzing.  
*For poems, you may use one outside source in your paper, but that source must be approved by me by March 18th.  

*If you have not done well answering essay questions on quizzes and/or struggle with writing papers, consider working with a tutor in the Learning Center in HU105.  

You will NOT be allowed to revise this paper for a better grade after it has been submitted.  If you would like me to read your draft and give feedback on your paper, you must submit it to me 2 weeks before the due date.
