Andrew Lillard


Literary Analysis Proposal


The two poems that I am comparing in this essay are Dana Gioia’s “Summer Storm,” which I like very much (and Dana Gioia in general), and Gwendolyn Brooks’ “The Mother”.  “The Mother” is a sorrowful poem about abortions that a mother has had and of the emotional ties to the children.  “Summer Storm” is about a one-time incident between supposed strangers and of the pining for what “might have been” or “what if”.


I am no longer doing rhyme as a criterion.   I’m concentrating on making both of their themes known through analysis of metaphor/simile and diction.  Both of these poems have powerful word choices and ways of comparing things and great metaphors.

